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Commodore’s Corner 

Ahoy fellow Hunter sailors! 

One of the fun parts of being 
Commodore is having the 

motivation to attend as many 
HSA-1 events as possible. For 
me, it has been a great season 
thus far sharing times with you all.  

I’ve heard from many folks about 
how they wish they could be out 
there more and I certainly get that 
and know that I speak for all the 
HSA-1 officers that we hope our 
plans align with yours as much as possible. 
HSA-1 is nothing without you being out there 
on the water to partake in our events.  If there 
is anything we can do to make that easier for 
you, let us know! 

We have had so many great times this 
summer, most notably the Rendezvous 
chaired by our Newsletter editor and HSA-1 
statesman, Carl.  A huge thanks for a huge 
undertaking.  With something so large and so 
many moving parts, it is usual to get the odd 
criticism, but not this time.  This is the kind of 
thing where the club really shines.  Thanks to 
all who helped.  Carl, when is the next one???  

While there is much left to the season, I can 
already look back to what we have done and 
feel good about it.   

We had a great turnout for Pirates weekend.  
Fleet Captain Dan, his wife Cathy and Vice 

Commodore, Tina did a fantastic 
job coordinating our largest HSA-
1 event so far this year.  Despite a 
VERY hot weekend, everyone 
had a fantastic time.  I see this 
event getting bigger for us next 
year.  Most importantly, we had a 
lot of new faces.  I hope to see still 
more of our new members 
participating during the second 
half of the season. 

We have so many great things 
coming up and I truly hope to see 

you out there!  We have the Labor Day raft, a 
Southern raft in the lovely Patuxent River and 
our annual Crab Fest, a great way to meet up 
with everyone.  If you can’t find the time to 
sneak away for a whole weekend, you can 
drive up for the day.  

Our Pacific Northwest trip is getting a lot of 
traction.  I hope you will sign up to hear more 
about it.  This stunning place to visit will be one 
of the least costly trips we have done due to 
the airfare and provisioning costs. The trip will 
have an option of chartering a Trawler if you 
wanna try out your retirement vehicle early!  
We have about five or six boats worth of folks 
signed up for sure and can handle about four 
or five more. If you have ANY questions, just 
shoot me a note! 

Fair winds - see ya on the water!…  

S/V Stargazer out on channel 78. 
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This issue recaps the summer of ’16, a 

summer that went by way too fast for this 

sailor. 

September will be a heck of a month with back-

to-back-to-back weekends to start the month. 

September, of course, starts with Labor Day 

Weekend and for HSA-1 it means the Rhode 

River near what was High Island.  (It sank!) 

Exciting for me is what I think of as The Peace 

on the Pax raft-up on my favorite river, The 

Patuxent.  Ivan Bekey is taking us to one of his 

favorite gunkholes.  There are many lovely 

anchorages on the Patuxent and he picked 

one of the best!   Join us on September 10th.  

For those not near the Patuxent, you will find 

the sail up or down the Bay to be lovely, almost 

reminiscent of a big time crossing.   

Then on September 17th the Meegans will 

again open their clubhouse doors to the HSA 

Crabfeast. 

See ya on the water – hopefully on the Pax, 

Carl Reitz,     
Editor 

  

Inside this issue: Editor’s Notes: 

Check out our website: 

www.hsa1.org 

for the latest Club news 

http://www.hsa1.org/
http://www.hsa1.org/
http://facebook.com/huntersailing1
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Welcome New Members 
We are happy to welcome back former members Ken and Deb. Many of us met them in June at 
the Rendezvous.  We hope to see them on the water again this season.  Offer them a warm 
welcome when you see them.   

Ken & Deb Leap of Faith 2014 Marlow-Hunter 37 Quantico Marina 

Directory Update 
With the ten new members we welcomed in the last issue of 
The Log plus Ken and Deb returning now that they have a 
new Marlow-Hunter, we updated the Membership Directory.  

You can view and print the updated directory by clicking 
“CLUBHOUSE” at hsa1.org.  It is password protected.  

Reach out to any officer if you need the password. 

HSA-1 Officers 
These officers are our Executive Committee and Board of Directors for 2016.   

Greg Guthman Commodore Lois White Secretary 

Tina Meegan Vice Commodore Mike Meegan Treasurer 

Dan Breitenbach Fleet Captain Helen Kelley Immediate Past Commodore 

 

 
Along with our Executive Committee and Raft Captains, these people keep the club afloat.   

Sue Reitz Membership   

Toni Knisley Photographer 

Tina Meegan Activities Chair   

Carl Reitz Newsletter   

  

http://www.hsa1.org/
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2016 Calendar of Events 
 

Date Event Location 

Apr 30 Spring Forward Raft Pirate's Cove 

May 14-15 St Michaels North & South Rafts 
Miles River  & San 

Domingo Creek 

May 28-30 Memorial Day Raft Corsica River 

June 11-12 Choptank River Raft Leadenham Creek 

June 23-26 Chesapeake Bay Hunter Rendezvous Solomons 

July 2-4 Independence Day Raft Dun Cove 

July 15-17 Night Sail  Shaw Bay 

Aug 12-14 Pirates & Wenches Fantasy Weekend Rock Hall 

Aug 27 Herrington Harbour South Pool Party Herring Bay 

Sept 3-5 Labor Day Raft Rhode River 

July 30-31 Southern Maryland Raft (Peace on the Pax) Patuxent River 

Sep 17 Crab Feast at Severn Grove Saltworks Creek 

Oct 6-10 Sail Boat Show Annapolis 

Oct 15-16 Chili Cook-off  TBD 

Nov Annual Meeting TBD 

Dec 10 Annapolis Parade of Lights 
Annapolis Waterfront 

Hotel 

 

 
Come out and enjoy these events.  Better yet, offer to help organize one.   

Contact Fleet Captain Dan or Vice Commodore Tina. 

  

http://eastportyc.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=243&Itemid=32
mailto:FleetCaptain@hsa1.org?subject=Raft%20help
mailto:VC@hsa1.org?subject=Event%20help


The Log, Vol. XXXVIII, Issue 3  Newsletter of HSA-1 

Page 5 

September Events 

Save the date then go to 
hsa1.org/activities/ to learn 
more about these events. 

 

 

 

Active Captain comments on  

  Mill Creek Anchorage 

 

Wow! What a great spot! 

 

 One of the nicest 

 Lots of Osprey 

 Peaceful anchorage 

 Perfect- beautiful quiet 

 Good dinghy landing at 

Myrtle Point Park 

 Plenty of swing room 

 Glassy calm when there 

was 3 ft [waves] on the Bay 

Come join us on Sept 10  

N    38° 20’ 08” 
W 076° 30’ 05” 

http://hsa1.org/activities/
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San Juan Islands ~ Summer 2017 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To get information about the trip, click here 

 
 

  

http://eepurl.com/bR6Pc5
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Pirates & Wenches Wrap-Up 
 Some Like it HOT!!  

By Dan Breitenbach 

The hottest weekend of the year did not prevent HSA-1 from rallying at Sailing Emporium in Rock 
Hall for Pirates and Wenches Fantasy Weekend 2016.  Temps in the 90’s and heat indices over 
100 made for warm nights and even hotter days.  Not to be deterred, nine boats docked on Friday, 
most reporting good sails across the Bay in 10-15 knots of breeze, taking the edge off of the heat.   

Our wenches and pirate captains were: 

 Enavagare (Tina and Mike) 

 Moon Shadow (Kim and Tony) 

 Ruff’N It (Candy and Ed) 

 Silent Running (Linda and Bill) 

 Stargazer (Greg) 

 Swept Away (Jenn and Lee) 

 Treasure Hunter (Bev and Dale) 

 Windrose (Sue and Carl)  

 Zum Wohl (Cathy and Dan)  

All were docked in time to join together for a BYOB Pool Party featuring hamburgers, hot dogs, 
potato salad, and chips.  Most boats had guests aboard so nearly 30 folks joined in the festivities.  
We were particularly pleased that the pool was just next to the picnic tables.  Elsie and Steve, 
who keep Elsie’s Phantasy at Rock Hall, joined us by land.  Moving from conversation to pool to 

burgers, the group shared stories, lies and 
comradery.  We were particularly pleased to 
welcome a large number of members on their first 
sea cruise with HSA-1. 

The next day found most of the members making 
their way by dinghy or trolley to the beach party.  
Several were fully decked out in their pirate 
costumes while others mixed swim suits with pirate 
garb in the water at Rock Hall beach.   

Others 
headed 

downtown 
to enjoy the 
vendors and 
displays or 
find a cool 

air 
conditioned 
restaurant 

or bar. 
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As the dinghy crowd departed the beach for Sailing 
Emporium, a spirited water gun fight broke out 
between Treasure Hunter’s and Zum Wohl‘s dinghies.  
Technically a draw, both combatants welcomed the 
water cooling them in a still moderate breeze.   

 

 

Saturday evening, we gathered again for a pot 
luck dinner.  Everyone brought their own main 
dish while half brought an appetizer and the 
other half sides.  Soon, two grills were fired up 
and steaks, burgers and chicken were cooking.   
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Across the harbor, we could 
hear the band from the 
Buccaneer Ball.  We started 
a little later than on Friday, so 
as the sun set and the 
temperatures dropped, folks 
sat and talked much later into 
the evening.   

As boats departed on 
Sunday, the club still enjoyed 
moderate breezes out of the 
southwest.  Close hauls to 
the Bay Bridge were the 
order of the day, while boats 
heading to the Baltimore area 
enjoyed even better wind.   

This was our second year at 
Sailing Emporium for Pirates 
and Wenches Weekend.  
Denise and the dock crew 
went out of their way to 
arrange for the vast majority of our boats to be docked together and set up both grills and tables 
for both events.  They also ran an “on-call” air conditioned shuttle Friday and Saturday evening 
to ensure that those of us wanting to get into town were able to do so quickly.   

Despite the heat, everyone appeared to have a 
great time and, most importantly, we welcomed 
the large number of new and recent members 
and a healthy crew of guests to this HSA-1 event. 

 

Thanks to Dan and Cathy Breitenbach of 

Zum Wohl for organizing the exceptional 

weekend and preparing this article. 
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Night Sail Wrap-Up 
By Greg Guthman 

Five HSA-1 boats - Dreamboat, Mission 
Impossible, Stargazer, Mood Swings and 
Enavigare - sailed to Shaw Bay under the 
beautiful full “Buck” moon then anchored 
peacefully … for a while. 

From the lessons learned department, 
Raft Captains should never be afraid to 
break up a raft if the weather is looking 
bad or reported to become bad.   

On what started as a lovely weekend in 
Shaw Bay after a night sail, I made the 

call to stick it out with our small four-boat raft through what was going to be a brief storm.  With 
all the technology we have, this was easy to track, but how storms are going to impact a raft is 
more difficult and the 40+ knot winds for just this 20 
to 30 minutes was enough to cause a LOT of stress.  

Additionally, we didn’t really do a solid raft check 
before the storm arrived or we probably would have 
noticed one boat that was using the really bad dock 
lines they give you with the boat… in this case, like 
12 years ago… not good! 

Some comic relief came along when we were all 
holding on to the fenders to keep them from spitting 
out of the rolling boats and we heard a loud BANG 
and assumed a fender popped… Nope, it was the  
auto-inflator of the Vice Commodores’ life vest!  Her 
husband even took a break from trying to keep us 
alive to take this picture.  

Trippe Creek  
Raft-Up Wrap-Up 

By Jill Mulford 

June 11 was National Gin Day and National Rosé Wine Day, so 
naturally that was the theme of the HSA-1 raft-up scheduled that 
weekend.  Jill and Bruce Mulford, on Dreamboat, hosted eight 
boats in Trippe Creek just north of Oxford.   

Among the boats was Past Commodore Will and Mari of Natural Magic.  Nice to see you guys 
back at an HSA-1 raft-up – just like old times.  Happy Hour featured Gin and Tonic and rosé wine, 
along with other gin drinks brought aboard Dreamboat at 1700.  It was beautiful weather and a 
merry old time was had by all. 
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Fourth of July Raft-Up Wrap-Up 
By Dan Breitenbach 

While the weather forecast for the July 4th weekend was a bit shaky, seven HSA-1 boats 
anchored in Dun Cove to celebrate our 
Nation’s Independence.  Strong southerly 
winds pushed our boats along at a good 
clip on Saturday and by 1500, the fleet was 
gathering in the anchorage.   

Daruma, Mast Confusion, Monarch, 
Musetta, Sapphire, and Windrose joined 
Dan and Cathy aboard Zum Wohl.  We 
were particularly pleased to welcome new 
members Doug and Becky on Mast 
Confusion, Peter and Deb on Sapphire and 
Tom and Irene on Musetta to the raft.   

The threat of rain led us to two-boat 
rafts.  Shortly after 1700, we settled in 
on Zum Wohl for happy hour with much 
conversation, hors d’ourves and 
drinks.  Each boat brought both food 
and drink, sharing in the HSA-1 
tradition.  New and old members 
shared stories and comradery.   

As the sun set, we headed back to our respective 
rafts for dinner.  The night brought some light rain 
and shifting winds along with a forecast for 
continued showers through the weekend and 
potentially worse weather on Monday.  It was time 
for a change of plans. 

Monarch, Windrose and Zum Wohl 
continued on the next day, trading Trippe 
Creek for the closer Baby Owl Cove, while 
the other boats elected to head to their 
respective homeports.  Our three-boat raft 
swung confidently on the hook and we 
enjoyed a comfortable evening. The next 
morning brought building northerly winds 
for our return trips. 
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Rendezvous Wrap-Up 
Seventy-two Hunter owners were delighted 
with the results of 16 months of preparation for 
the 2016 Hunter Chesapeake Bay Rendezvous 
in Solomons.  From opening with a trio playing 
Vintage Music during the potluck dessert buffet 
under the tent at Spring Cove Marina to closing 
with the sounds of the rock band Wheelhouse 
at the Calvert Marine Museum everyone had a 
good time, ate well and learned a lot.  

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sparked by feedback from previous 
rendezvous, the “Vous Crew” sought topics 
of broad interest.  Use, state and history of 
the Bay; sail selection and trim; boat 
interiors; electronics; and a panel discussion 
dubbed “cruisers forum” were presented in 
the air conditioned Museum.   

The Rendezvous went outdoors for hands-
on firefighting and flares exercises.  The 
local Power Squadron performed Vessel 
Safety Checks while Raymarine’s expert did 
onboard electronics checks. 

 

 

HSA-1 members Mark and Jeanne Nooney 
treated us to jazz at Saturday’s dinner then 
their band, Wheelhouse, played into the night. 

Speakers and demonstrations 
were the heart of the Rendezvous, 

social activities its soul. 

Visual distress signal and firefighting demos 
as well as a luncheon barbeque 

 got us outside on Saturday afternoon. 
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The movie One Simple Question gave a feel of 
what it is like to live aboard and hunt for icebergs 
in a 38-foot sailboat.  It highlighted scientific 
observations about stewarding our environment.  
Before the movie with theater-style popcorn, the 
group donated half a pickup truck full of groceries 
to a local food pantry. 

Professionally led Yoga and nautical craft 
activities added to the social interaction.  
Financial support from Marlow-Hunter, Norton 
Yachts, Thrivent Financial, and Guthman 
Electronics, LLC along with promotional materials 
and 40 door prizes from 18 sponsors gave the 
Rendezvous a special boost. 

 

 

The keynote by Melanie Neale, author of 
Boat Girl, was preceded by the last of the 
Rendezvous’ fine meals.  Before the meal 
the Museum expanded the Rendezvous 
room to include the Museum lobby and set 
up the dance floor and stage for the five-
piece rock band.  So cool.  Live soft jazz 
during dinner and eclairs for dessert were 
a hit too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rendezvous rocked! 

 

  
One of many outstanding door prizes 

Our donations to a local food pantry 
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Memorial Day Raft-Up Wrap-Up 
By Tina Meegan 

The HSA-1 Memorial Day weekend raft-up was 
held on the Corsica River.  We all observed a 
moment of silence in honor of our fallen service 
members. We had a great turnout:  

 

 

 Enavigare (Raft Captain Mike and Tina),  

 Canvas Caper (Andy, Linda, Jen, and Matt),  

 Windrose (Carl and Sue),  

 Stargazer (Greg),  

 Mission Impossible (Don and Lois),  

 Pau Hana (Rich and Helen),  

 Dreamboat (Bruce and Jill), and  

 Unfurled (Bob and Sharon).   

 
It was a great weekend, weather was cooperative, and we had beautiful sunsets. 
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 Out of the Past 

Over eighty percent of our Hunter and Marlow-Hunter owners have joined HSA-1 since we first 
published this article from BoatUS, so we are again sharing Don Casey’s Tip.  From The Log 
Volume 24 Issue 3, August 2006: 

 

Flares - Aerial or Handheld?   

 

Don Casey Tip #26  
From Boat US News 
Are aerial flares better than handheld?  Not necessarily.   
A 12-gauge aerial flare reaches an altitude of around  
250', making it visible over a much longer distance than a  
handheld flare only a few feet above the water.  But the  
meteor burns out in just six seconds while some  
handhelds burn for three minutes.  

The best choice for you depends on where you do your  
boating.  If you are almost always in sight of shore or  
other boats, hand-held flares have a better chance of  
drawing attention because of their longer burn time.  If  
you boat well offshore, aerial flares can signal your  
distress over greater distances.  Safety-conscious  
skippers carry both, plus smoke flares for daylight  
signaling.  Parachute flares combine high altitude with  
long burn times, making them the most effective  
nighttime distress signal. 

Remember that the Coast Guard minimum requirement of three approved flares is just that, the 
minimum.  Prudent sailors carry more than the minimum. 

During the Rendezvous flare exercise, we saw that during the day an orange smoke signal (check 
out Bill’s picture on page 12) is far more effective than a minimum requirement flare.  Add daytime 
signals (smoke signals and an orange distress flag) to your emergency signaling devices.  You 
might also consider an electric distress light.  One lucky Rendezvous attendee won a newly 
approved Weems and Plath electronic light; it comes in a package with an orange distress flag.   

Visual Distress requirements are discussed on page 17 of the Coast Guard guide to Federal 
Requirements for Recreational Boats at http://uscgboating.org/images/420.PDF.   
 
 
 
 

A special thank you to Dan, Greg, Tina and Jill for their leadership in this summer’s  

HSA-1 events and especially to each for preparing a wrap-up of their event. COR 

http://uscgboating.org/images/420.PDF

